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Len DeFabio was a big man, with a heart to match. He taught Honors and Special Ed; twice he served as VTA President and received statewide CTA recognition.  Perhaps it’s the simple idea that he had in the mid-‘80s that solidified his legacy:  Create a vehicle by which teachers could honor worthy seniors graduating from Vista schools, as well as their own children graduating from any high school.  Thus, in 1988 the VTA Scholarship Fund distributed its first awards—$4125 shared among six seniors.

In 1992 the Post-Secondary Scholarships were established specifically to reward college-age dependents of Vista teachers.

Approximately 545 bargaining unit members currently contribute to VTA Scholarships through voluntary payroll deductions.


During its 23 years, the VTA Scholarship Fund has expanded considerably.  In each of the past six years at least $32,000 has been provided to 70-85 students.  In all, we are approaching one-half million dollars and 1300 awards.  Hundreds of recipients have attended Vista schools since elementary grades—they are all “our” students, regardless of what grade we teach.  We may be justifiably proud for having helped them.

No Teachers Association in San Diego County comes close to Vista’s scholarship endeavors, and only a few in the entire state surpass us.  Leonard may even be smiling (except when USC beats Notre Dame).
VTA SCHOLARSHIPS, 2010
 
The VTA Scholarship Selection Committee is very pleased to announce the recipients of the 2010 VTA Scholarships. Thanks to the generosity of 545 contributors (45% of members), we were able to provide $37,000 this year, the Fund’s 23rd anniversary. Awards were divided among 61 graduating high school seniors and 25 college undergrads. Since its inception in 1988, the VTA Scholarship Fund has awarded $489,400 to more than 1200 deserving scholars.  

The awards and the students' VUSD schools of attendance (or their parent's connection) are as follows:
$1000   (LEN DEFABIO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS)

Michelle Cruz


VAVPA, VHS

April Guan


VHS, RBV

Rentao Li


Lake, MMS, RBV

Natalie Mal


MM, RMS, VHS




Daughter of Patti Noeske, VHS








$750
Nikhil Das


VAVPA, RBV

Ashley Gutierrez

MV, RMMB, VHS

Jennifer Lee


Lake, MMS, RBV

Claire Lemieux

GV, RMMS, RBV

Aketzali Martinez

MMS, RBV

Naaz Mirreghabie

BE, RMMS, VHS

Nayely Simancas

GV, BO, WMS, VHS

Bowen Song


VHS




$500

Kathryn Belina

MM, RMS, VHS

Brandon Downs

MV, RMMS, RBV

Ana Gonzalez


OL, WMS, VHS

Graham Hettinger

VAVPA, VHS

Jake Lanza


RMMS, VHS

Alanna Le


AL, RMS, VHS

Anrong Lei


BH, Lake, MMS, RBV

Yetzi Lopez


CV, RMMS, RBV

Megan Mensalvas

EMP, RMS, VHS
William Mitchell

GPA
Autumn Monteforte

BH, MMS, RBV

Katrina Olson


AL, RMS, VHS

Jacob Petty


BE, RMMS, RBV




$400

Alexandra Basmadjian
CAS, MMS, RBV




Daughter of Jack Basmadjian, RBV


Evelyn Hunter


NSA, RBV

Krishna Naik


CAS, MMS, RBV

Keegan Purdie


Lake, MMS, RBV
Marissa Sommer

Great Oak High School





Daughter of Greg Sommer, SVHS
Stuart Weickgenant

CV, MMS, RBV




Son of Leslie Weickgenant-White, CV




$300
Julia Anderson

VAVPA, VHS

Daisy Angeles


OL, VAVPA, WMS, VHS

Mary Ashcraft


CV, Lake, MMS, RBV




Daughter of Sandy Ashcraft, NSA


Ashlen Best


RMS, VHS




Daughter of Jennifer and Chris Grainger, VHS

Stephanie DeMaria

Palomar College





Daughter of Joe DeMaria, VHS
Jenna Drinkward

Lake, MV, RMMS, MMS, RBV

Vanessa Foster

MMS, VHS
Megan Gammon

CSU Long Beach





Daughter of Lorie Gammon, BTSA/ASC
Mariela Garcia

AL, WMS, VHS

Soledad Gomez

OL, WMS, RBV

Katrina Hill


AL, RMS, VHS




Daughter of Lori, AL, and Scott, ASC 

Laura Hires


CSU Chico

Marissa Hires


CSU Chico





Daughters of Joe DeMaria, VHS
Zachary Juergens

EMP, RMS, VHS
Courtney Kay


USC

Kiley Kay


El Camino High School





Daughters of Ron Kay, Retired Century Club
Alyssa Keene


AL, RMS, VHS

Chelsie Lee


BE, RMMS, VHS

Karissa Lee


VAVPA, VHS, RBV
Shelby Mariger

Palm Springs High School





Daughter of Denise Robertson, VHS

Joseph Mathison

AL, RMS, VHS
Shelby O’Reilly-Gronke
CSU Chico





Daughter of Jan O’Reilly, WMS, and Steve Gronke, NSA

Brian Penney


VAVPA, MMS, RBV
Brittany Quintal

CSU San Marcos





Daughter of Theresa Woodward, RMMS

Andrea Smithfield

CSU San Marcos

Marianne Smithfield

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo





Daughters of Rosemary, GV, and Richard, RMS

Michael Vredenburgh

Carlsbad High School





Son of Joe Vredenburgh, RBV
Taylor Weaver

Lake, WMS, RBV




$200

Osvaldo Albarran

MV, RMMS, RBV
Steven Armendariz

Palomar College





Son of Alicia Armendariz, Palomar HS

Timothy Biggs

Cal Poly SLO





Son of Diane Biggs, VAVPA

Nicole Blumeyer

CSU Long Beach





Daughter of Kim Nohr-Blumeyer, RMS
Crista Carpenter

MV, RMMS, RBV
Laura Carter


Northern Arizona University

Matthew Carter

Musicians’ Institute





Daughter and son of Heidi Carter, MMS

Ariel Chao


San Dieguito Academy





Daughter of S. Jenny Chang, VHS 
Jessie Childs


VAVPA, RBV




Daughter of Donna Childs, RBV


Sarada Cleary


AL, RMS, VHS

Scott Earnest


VAVPA, VHS




Son of Michele and John Earnest, VAVPA

Michelle Ferreirae

Wellesley College





Daughter of Ron Ferreirae, RBV

Katie Gangnath

University of Louisville





Daughter of Bruce Gangnath, RMMS

Alison Gonzalez

Whitworth University





Daughter of Sharon Scott-Gonzalez, VAVPA, and Hector Gonzalez, HAN
Caitlin Hervey


Lake, MMS, RBV
Dane Holmgren

Santa Fe Christian





Son of Linda Holmgren, RMS

Ryan Hunt


University of Iowa




Son of Anne Hunt, WMS
Rebecca Levin


Lake, MMS, RBV




Daughter of Carole Levin, MMS


Mayte Lopez


OL, BO, WMS, VHS
Jenelle Madden

Fallbrook High School





Daughter of Melinda Madden, BE

Michelle Mal


San Francisco State University





Daughter of Patti Noeske, VHS
Claire Menchaca

CAS, MMS, RBV




Daughter of Charlotte, MM, and Hector, MV


Samantha Mitchell

AL, RMS, VHS
Alison Mathias

Palomar College





Daughter of RaNae and Al Mathias, MMS
Andrew Munson

CSU Chico

Kelsey Munson

BH, VAVPA, VHS





Son and daughter of Judy Munson, VHS
Jacob Rodriguez Berger
MMS, RBV




Son of Tom Berger, RBV

Kelli Rust


Azusa Pacific University





Daughter of Linda Rust, RMMS

Micah Seabrook

CSU Fullerton





Son of Monique Seabrook, RMS

Blake Spencer


USC

Steven Spencer

BO, RMS, VHS





Sons of Alexis Spencer, MMS

Cody Thompson

San Diego State University





Son of Kande Thompson, California Avenue
Alexandra Vivaldi

MMS, RBV




Daughter of Julie Vivaldi, Lake


Tatjana Weisz


VHS

Heather Youmans

Lake, MMS, RBV



Mark Franklin Memorial:  

Eva Bolanos

VHS

$500


Elizabeth Rodriguez
VHS

$500

A $1000 scholarship was shared among the following students at Sierra Vista High School:


Crystal Banks


Edgar Reyes


Rodrigo Rodriguez


Elidia Benito


Daniela Rodriguez

Christian Zermeno


Alejandro Lopez


 As Chair of the VTA Scholarship Board, I would like to congratulate all of these students and wish them continued success in their academic pursuits.   








Paul Farrar
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR YOUR DEPENDENTS
Every year in late February, a flyer is sent out to announce that children of bargaining unit members are also eligible for VTA Scholarships.  The flyer is yellow and 8 ½ x 14” to distinguish it from all the other mail you may not necessarily read.  In the last several years, at least one-third of the money awarded has gone to member dependents, graduating seniors and college-age children alike.


Applications will be available before the end of February at RBV, VHS, GPA and the VTA Office.  If you have any questions, call Diane at 758-2690. 
If you would like to contribute or increase your contribution to the Scholarship Fund please call the VTA office 

for a contribution form.  The form is also on the VTA web page, www.vistata.org.
YOU DO NOT NEED TO RETURN THIS FORM IF YOU ARE ALREADY CONTRIBUTING, UNLESS YOU WISH TO INCREASE YOUR CURRENT CONTRIBUTION.

VISTA TEACHERS ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND

I hereby authorize the Vista Unified School District to deduct from my regular contract salary warrants due to me ten times the amount designated below as a voluntary, tax-deductible contribution to the Vista Teachers Association Scholarship Fund.

  Tenthly      
$3.00  _________

     


     
$5.00  _________

     


   
$10.00  _________ (Century Club)

Other  _________   (Specify)

 _______________________________       ____________________________________ 

Name Printed
                     

          Signature 

_______________________    _______________________    __________

 Site

            
  Last 4 Social Security #           Date

RETURN THE COMPLETED AUTHORIZATION FORM TO THE VTA OFFICE BY DISTRICT MAIL. MARK THE ENVELOPE "VTA".

